The Craftsmen
Week Commencing 25th May 2020

Issue Number Eight

Welcome to the eighth edition of the Ross Masonic Club Weekly Round-up. A chance to share what we
have been up to, with some light hearted articles during the break in face to face meetings.

Social media seems to consist of pictures of Zoom meetings with
images of dishevelled masons enjoying the face to face contact.
Certainly in our own Zoom meetings, it is nice to just let people
talk and reminisce on old times. The 75 year celebrations of
VE day has brought the topic of the WWII back, with personal
memories from some of our older members. It’s great to have
the time to just listen and let them reminisce.
It makes you realise that countless generations have had to be
resilient in challenging times and actually to stay at home is not
such a bad ask, not withstanding any of the financial or mental
health issues that may be associated with it.
Both Ross on Wye and Monmouthshire have been in the
news this week, with higher than the national average cases
of Covid-19. While me may all want to get back to face to face
contact there is no rush, we have been around for over 300
years as an organisation, a few more months will not make a
difference. Although of course for some it will.
Increasing financial strain and solitude all take their toll. As
Masons we owe it to each other not to judge another man’s
circumstances based on our own. Let’s remember our
buddy groups and lend a listening ear to anyone who needs
it. Remember that peculiar moment we were admitted into
Freemasonry, poor and penniless, and cheerfully embrace the
opportunity of practising that virtue we have professed to admire.
Charity does not need to be in a financial sense, in many cases it
can simply be providing a non judgemental listening ear.
Keep safe Brethren and keep in contact.
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Social and Online Media Roundup
Facebook

We have set up a Facebook Group for Ross Masonic Club. We currently have 28 members across
the Lodges and Chapter. Any members of Lodges or Chapter that meet at Ross Masonic Hall are
welcome to join in.

Caeruleum Club Members Continue the 9pm #Timetotoast
Three Ross on Wye Masonic Club Brethren led the #Timetotoast posted by the Caeruleum Club on
Twitter last week. Bro Billy Russell, W Bro Dennis Roberts PAGDC and last night W Bro Tim Fycun
Prov GPurs proposed the toast.

Face to Face
In a virtual way!
Billy Russell has also continued his hard work in organising a regular face to face (virtually) get together
using the ‘Zoom’ App for video conferencing. Fourteen of us met again last Friday to Toast Absent
Brethren.
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This Week In My Garden
This week we have a quiz with all the questions revolving around plants and
gardening. Just for fun.
Answers to be published next week or click on the link below if you can’t wait!

1. What is the popular name for the flowering house-plant Impatiens Walleriana?
2. What would a gardener do with a dibber or dibble?
3. Charles Darwin described this carnivorous plant ‘the most wonderful plant in the world.’ What is the
name of this plant?
4. The love apple is the original name for what?
5. The Death Cap is the most poisonous variety of what?
6. What is the name given to the female reproductive organ of a flower?
7. A Kumquat is a small Japanese variety of what sort of fruit?
8. Why is Reindeer Moss so called?
9. Harry Wheatcroft was a renowned breeder of what?
10. What is the name of the 3 leafed clover associated with St Patrick’s day?
11. Which part of a tree can be used to make cork?
12. What is the largest and tallest tree in the world?
13. What general term is given to those trees whose leaves fall in autumn?
14. Which tissue beneath the bark of trees forms wood?
15. Where in the flowering plant does the male gamete form?
16. Which cereal must be grown in water?
17. Which grain is used to make semolina?
18. Which part of a flower becomes the fruit?
19. Which part of a flowering plant is often used to make oil?
20. What is the name given to the technique of clipping trees and hedges into ornamental shapes?
21. What is another name for the Rowan Tree?
22. What flower is named after the Botanist Dr Leonard Fuchs?
23. What do Yew, Laburnum Seeds & Mistletoe berries have in common?
24. What is the popular name for the Antirrhinum?
25. What is the sacred flower of the Buddhist religion?
26. Which plant takes it’s name from the Italian phrase for Beautiful women?
27. Trees that shed their leaves every year; are called what?
28. Which liquid does a flower produce to attract insects?
29. How can you tell the age of a tree?

Questions sourced from https://www.paulsquiz.com/science-and-nature-quizzes-mainmenu-341/202-free-quiz-questions/80-scienceand-nature-quizzes/1414-plants-and-gardening-quiz-1
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Coffee Break

Our Weekly Suduko Challenges
Here are this week’s Easy and Extreme Sudoku and the answers to last weeks

This weeks Sudoku Puzzles
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This is the ‘Easy One’

This is the ‘Extreme One’

Sudoku #8 , Puzzle No. 4057573
©Sudoku.cool

Sudoku #8 , Puzzle No. 4057542
©Sudoku.cool
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Answers to be published next week or visit https://sudoku.cool if you really cannot wait!

The Answers to Last Weeks Sudoku Puzzles
Answers to last weeks ‘Easy One’

Answers to last weeks ‘Extreme One’

Sudoku #7 , Puzzle No. 4057552
©Sudoku.cool

Sudoku #7, Puzzle No. 4055520
©Sudoku.cool
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Even more entertainment!

Further contributions from Arthur Stonadge

Paraprosdokians are figures of speech in which the latter part of a sentence or phrase is surprising or
unexpected and is frequently humorous.
Here are a few examples:
1. Where there’s a will, I want to be in it.
2. The last thing I want to do is hurt you ... but it’s still on my list.
3. Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until you hear them speak.
4. If I agreed with you, we’d both be wrong.
5. We never really grow up -- we only learn how to act in public.
6. War does not determine who is right, only who is left.
7. Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad.
8. To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many is research.
9. I didn’t say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you.
10. In filling out an application, where it says, “In case of emergency, notify... “ I answered “ a doctor.”
11. Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the street with a bald head and a beer gut,
and still think they are sexy.
12. You do not need a parachute to skydive. You only need a parachute to skydive twice.
13. I used to be indecisive, but now I’m not so sure.
14. When using your rifle to be sure of hitting the target, shoot first and call whatever you hit the target.
15. Going to church doesn’t make you a Christian, any more than standing in a garage makes you a car.
16. You’re never too old to learn something stupid.
17. I’m supposed to respect my elders, but it’s getting harder and harder for me to find one now.
Sadly this is true!!! So... Spread the laughter, share the cheer, let’s be happy, while we’re here.
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Hidden Mysteries? - No, Hidden Talents!
This week we focus on the hidden talents of Martin Thorne and his explanation of Church Bell
Ringing

Church bell ringing in this country involves what is
called ‘full circle’ ringing, where the bell rotates through
360’ every time it strikes. Given that church bells are
heavy beasts, up to several tons in weight for the very
big ones, but usually only several hundredweight, it will
be immediately obvious that some special method needs
to be employed to ensure that they strike when required.
This ‘special method’ requires each bell to be hung
so that its centre of gravity is slightly below the axle it
rotates about, so that in its natural position it hangs with
the bell mouth down. Then, by means of pulling the bell
rope, which is attached a wheel which itself is attached
to the same axle, the ringer can rotate the bell from
side to side, with increasing vigour, until the bell mouth
is pointing up. A ‘stay’ attached to the bell then stops it
from continuing over. The bell, in this rather unstable
position, is then regarded as ‘up’ and all change ringing
starts and finishes with the bell in this ‘up’ position.
Each ringer then pulls his or her bell off its ‘up’ position
with just sufficient energy to rotate through 360’, the socalled hand stroke, before pulling again to reverse the
direction of rotation in what, logically enough, is called
the back stroke. Doing this in turn enables the bells to
strike in a set order, the most basic of which is referred
to as ‘rounds’, when each bell strikes in turn, from the
lightest (the treble) to the heaviest (the tenor) - 1, 2,
3, 4, 5, 6 for six bells - and in good rounds the rhythm will be even, which is where the ringers level of skill
becomes obvious.
As no-one wants to ring in rounds for ever, changes are
introduced, where each bell moves from one position to the
next, e.g. from rounds to 2, 1, 4, 3, 6, 5 and then maybe to 2, 4,
1, 6, 3, 5 - although the variations are almost endless. This is
done by each ringer either holding up slightly when the bell is in
the ‘up’ position or, alternatively, of pulling in slightly. However
as the bells strike at about half second intervals, it will be
immediately obvious that considerable skill is required to obtain
a good harmonious rhythm.
The ‘changes’ themselves can either be called out one by
one by the conductor or rung in a set order - according to a particular method. However, as the number of
different changes, i.e. the order in which the bells strike, is limited - 120 for five bells, 720 for six, and so on - a
huge number of different methods have been devised to provide variation, hence ‘Grandsire’, ‘Plain Bob’, and
so on.
Our late PGM, David Bowen was an enthusiastic ringer, and his father before him, but now we only have two
Masons ringing in the Ross area - both at Bridstow Church, as it happens, but if any others would like to take
up this activity and learn this ancient skill, they would be most welcome.

Martin
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Blue Tits and a Message of Hope!
A story of survival from John Mole with a strange link to our ‘Light Blues Club’.
In these troubled times, sometimes things happen which initially appear hopeless then circumstances
change and the sun shines again.
Last Friday, at about 8.30 am, Christine and I were leaving
via our back door for our morning walk as usual. For some
unknown reason I looked down and, on the ground, just moving
was a very tiny baby blue tit. I looked up at wooden nest
box about ten feet above and the front of the box had been
torn apart. It was obvious some predator, perhaps a squirrel,
woodpecker or magpie had been busy in the early hours and
the nestlings had provided his breakfast.
I picked up the lone survivor, he was placed in a pudding basin
with some hay for bedding. Fetching a ladder from my workshop
I climbed up and found the old box beyond repair and there
appeared to be no further survivors.

Photo © Francis C. Franklin

We went for our walk, had a cup of tea and then I decided to replace the nest box
with a spare I had made many years previous. The old nest box was removed, the metal plate salvaged and
fitted to the new box. The old box was then thrown in the bin. The new box was then fixed in the same place
on the house. I then started on my jobs for the day.
In the meanwhile, Christine was dealing with the baby blue tit. She had some dried meal worms we use to
feed hedgehogs. These were swelled with warm water and she managed to get the baby to swallow one.
She was not happy with the basin and selected a larger empty ice cream tub.
At about 11.30 am, appearing at my workshop she asked for the old
nest material from the old box to line the ice cream tub. I removed the
broken box from the bin and pulled out the moss and what appeared
to be donkey hairs from the field next door.
Suddenly, I found more baby blue tits. Two alive and one dead. We
now had three problems!
We asked our neighbours for ideas; we knew wildlife charities would
have little interest in three tiny blue tits. One suggested putting
everything in the new box perhaps the parents had also survived the
attack and would return to their little ones. He then added that I could
fit the front of the old box to the new one.
It was worth a try.
By 12.30 pm, I had the old nest material and the three babies in the replacement box. The old box front
was temporary fixed and we waited. After lunch, Christine watched regularly, but nothing happened then
suddenly at about 4.00 pm an adult appeared and went straight into the new box!
Success, we could not believe it. The new box had been accepted and the babies may live. Saturday
morning, I’ve observed both parents visiting regularly.
This little story shows, that we should never give up, there is always hope and we can all learn from nature.
The Eurasian blue tit was described by Carl Linnaeus in 1758 under the binomial name ‘Parus Caeruleus’.
Parus is the classical Latin for a tit and caeruleus or cerulean is the Latin for dark blue.
Cerulean (/səˈruːliən/), also spelt caerulean or Caeruleam, is a shade of blue ranging between azure and a
darker sky blue. It is of course the name for the Herefordshire Light Blues club.
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His Master’s Voice

A message from a pensive Tim Fycun WM of Ariconium Lodge

His Master’s Voice
Tim Fycun WM of Ariconium Lodge
Brethren/Companions,
Greetings Brethren from the Stalag, as you will recall the tunnels
were abandoned and we had resorted to building a plane in the
attic in our bid to escape. We had a trial flight or should I say crash
a few days ago, it flew about as well as a dodo!
We have formulated a few more ideas such as a knicker elastic
powered trebuchet but my co-camp mates don’t seem keen on
riding that particular beast!
The good weather means that we get to get outdoors more and as
true Brits we have of course been playing Cricket. We also play
about as well as an England side does as well!!
We hope you are all keeping safe and well and Lodge meetings
seem a distant memory. Keep a stiff upper lip and before you know
it we will be back and enjoying Freemasonry to the full once more.
As a certain centennial recently sang “We’ll meet again, don’t know
where don’t know when, but I do know it will be some sunny day.
Keep smiling through, Just like you always do”
S&F
Tim
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Community Hub

Local Services

A list of local suppliers and services who offer delivery services

Local Delivery Services and Community Hubs
Forest of Dean
Anyone living in the Royal Forest of Dean? This is a list of local producers who will provide delivery services
https://www.foresthub.co.uk/covid-19-home-delivery-services

Llangrove-Llangarron-Llancloudy and Three Ashes Community Hub
Local Community Hub able to help with shopping, prescription collections etc
They are on Facebook. https://www.facebook.com/Llangrove-Llangarron-Llancloudy-and-Three-AshesCommunity-104075311144231/
Email address is communityhub22@gmail.com

Telephone number is 01989 770916.

They hope to answer all calls between 9am and 5pm but if they are engaged or you call outside of these
hours you can leave a message.

Ross on Wye
Hanks Butchers

Pengethley Farm Shop

45 Broad Street

Pengethley Garden Centre

Ross

Peterstow

01989 562216

01989 730430

www.meatandgame.co.uk

www.pengethleyfarmshop.com

info@meatandgame.co.uk

sale.pfs@btconnect.com

Meat, game, eggs

Vegetables, dairy, bakery, meat, deli, general groceries

Ross Good Neighbours
www.rosscdt.org.uk
help@rosscdt.org.uk
01763 802046
Provide a number of helpful services to the Ross Community
Thank you to David Hudson, Geraint Bevan and Nigel Donovan for the useful information above.
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