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Would I know the answer? 

Did I know the answer?
By W Bro Dennis W. Roberts, PAGDC Group Leader Information and Guidance Group

Thank you Roger for your 
question. 

As with so many things in Masonry, 
there are a number of explanations/ 
opinions. I will offer you three of 
them.

side, suggesting the inclusion of all 
Masons worldwide. This is done to 
show our brotherly love etc. to all 
fellow Masons.

The third explanation is more 
esoteric; similar explanations can 
be found in most other groups 
who recognise Christian Masonry. 
It points out what should be our 
awareness of the presence of 
the Most High and by pointing all 
around we acknowledge his being 
everywhere and in all of our lives. 
By doing so we can regulate our 
actions for the good of all our fellow 
beings throughout all that we do.

Reading through this, I wonder if 
I have made things less clear, but 
that is the nature of our ritual. All too 
often I hear the question of ‘Where 
is this recorded?’ and the answer is 
usually ‘it is not’. I remember a Past 
PGM telling me, as Secretary, to 
record as much as possible, human 
memories are very brief and a true 
record is invaluable.

I look forward to further questions 
and wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy and 
prosperous New Year.

If you have not visited the 
‘Solomon’ site lately, you should. 
There are now Videos, Podcasts 
and Webinars available for more 
in depth explanations. Useful 
for future meetings when no 
candidate is available.

Firstly, if you refer to a previous 
article on Masonic Fire, you will see 
the military association with artillery. 
Before firing, the commander would 
call the attention of the group to the 
field of battle to check the position of 
enemy or friend, and also check the 
direction of enemy fire. Having set his 
target he would check all around for 
clarity before firing; the countdown 
of one, two - fire. Masonic Lodges 
adopted this routine for their own 
interpretation; a salute to the leaders.

A second interpretation is that it is 
Masonic; suggesting that we include 
all of our Masonic friends in the salute. 
We start with you; then those to either 

I was asked:  Why do we say point left right, point left right one two?
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Out and About 

Pictured Left 
W Bro Andy 
Thurgood the 
newly Installed 
WM making the 
presentation 
to  W Bro John 
Norris 

Cantilupe Lodge installed a new Master and said 
thank you to a long serving Brother.

Thursday 17th November saw Bro Andy Thurgood 
installed into the chair of King Solomon by W Bro 
Simon Glover.  

The Installation meeting at Cantilupe Lodge 
was witnessed by many visitors who came from 
far and wide. The lodge was further honoured 
to welcome VW Bro Graham King, the Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master, who led a large number 
of his visiting Provincial Team.

The Festive Board had a special moment as W Bro 
Andy Thurgood took the opportunity to surprise/
ambush W Bro John Norris and presented him 

Cantilupe Double Celebration

with several fine gifts from the Brethren. 

As a further show of appreciation, warm words 
of gratitude were offered and all present were 
convinced that W Bro John at one point had a 
‘fleck of dust in his eye’. Everyone wished him 
well and the presentation was topped off with a 
bout of rapturous applause. 

W Bro John was Initiated into Cantilupe Lodge in 
1994 and Installed as Master in 2003.  He then 
served as Lodge Secretary between 2005 and 
2009 and then Director of Ceremonies from 2009 
to 2022.  This represented 17 years of continuous 
service to the Lodge. WBro John now takes up a 
position within the lodge where he will guide the 
newer members of Cantilupe by supporting their 
Masonic careers with his experience and vast 
Masonic knowledge.

Pictured Right, 
A fine array of 
gifts for W Bro 

John Norris

Bro Alex Walker of Vitruvian Lodge was recently 
on a group visit to Tallin in Estonia.  

He was  able to visit the local Tallinn Museum of 
‘Orders of Knighthood’ and sent through these 
pictures of some of the exhibits there.

Although he was not able to visit the local Lodge it 
still proved Masonry Universal. 

Tallin Visit



Lodge December Date Location December Meeting
Palladian 1/12/2022 Hereford Third Degree

Vitruvian 5/12/2022 Ross on Wye Double Second Degree

Coningsby 6/12/2022 Hereford Installation

Royal Edward 8/12/2022 Leominster Walking Charge (Third Degree)

Delphis 10/12/2022 Hereford First Degree Demonstration

Arrow 12/12/2022 Kington Installation

Loyal Hay 13/12/2022 Hay on Wye White Table Evening

Cantilupe 15/12/2022 Hereford Double First Degree

Eastnor 21/12/2022 Ledbury Walking Charge (Third Degree)

Ariconium N/A Ross on Wye Back in January 2023

St Peter’s N/A Bromyard Back in January 2023

Dean Waterfield N/A Hereford Back in January 2023

Vaga N/A Hereford Back in January 2023

Chapter Next Meeting Location December Meeting
Saint Peter’s 13/12/2022 Bromyard Exaltation
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Pictured 
Exhibits from 
the Tallin 
Museum of 
the Orders of 
Knighthood

Are you mentoring a Brother who has just taken one of their degrees?  

Why not accompany them to another meeting so they can see the ceremony for themselves and you can help explain 
what happened. 

These are the ceremonies in the Province for the rest of December. Details of how to book in for dining and copies of 
the summonses are on the Provincial Members website here.

Membership Matters
Help for Mentors

https://hmwma.herefordshiremasons.org.uk/summonses/


Charity Updates
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Vitruvian Donate £1,000

Vitruvian Lodge has donated £1,000 to Dementia 
UK to enable the Ross Meeting Centre to provide 
a range of interesting activities for clients living 
with dementia and their carers.

The picture below shows W Bro Aeron Lewis, 
Vitruvian Lodge Almoner together with Bro Chris 
Calvert presenting the cheque to Elaine Leney, 
Centre Administrator and Pat Dazley treasurer. 

The last two 
years have 
been particularly 
difficult for 
people living with 
dementia and their 
carers as local 
support groups 
were forced to 
shut down. The 
centre reopened 
in September 
with many new 
members and 
volunteers joining.

Blackmarston School in Hereford enjoyed a 
magical moment as Rose Hunt opened the 
school library and then accepted flowers, cards 
and a certificate for her long-service as Chair of 
Governors at the school. The School Council then 
enjoyed the new furnishings and mural created by 
local artist Sara McKee and purchased using a 
bequest to the school by Miss E Passey and a 
donation from the Hereford Freemasons.

Support for School Library

Also in attendance were current Chair of 
Governors, Andrew Firth and his Guest, Emma, 
Denise Knill, Clerk to Governors and W Bro 
Dennis Cox on behalf of the Freemasons.

The Herefordshire Masonic Charitable Association 
(HMCA) supported the purchase of books for 
a new library within the Blackmarston School. 
Blackmarston is a state-funded, co-educational, 
special school for children between 2 and 11 years 
of age for children who have special educational 
needs (SEN).

Could you put this mobility scooter to good use? 

W Bro Malcolm Davies, Provincial Almoner, can 
put you in touch with the owner - free to a good 
home.

Mobility Scooter

Pictured Left 

The School 
Library and 
mural created 
by local artist 
Sara McKee



A recent visit was made by the members of 
Eastnor Lodge to see for themselves the results of 
the grants given to the Ledbury Maritime Cadets.

They are an independent unit which receives 
no funding from the MOD, and therefore every 
penny they need to keep the Unit running is either 
donated or raised by their own efforts.

The Ledbury Unit meets every Wednesday 
evening at the Burgage Hall, Church Lane, 
Ledbury between 7pm and 9pm. Cadets join as a 
New Entry, and once this has been completed get 
issued with three uniforms on loan.

Their activities include kayaking, field craft, 
PE, marine engineering, power boating, plus 
residential weekends.

The skills cadets pick up are impressive. Life skills, 
leadership skills, building confidence, working as 
a team, building a CV capable of impressing an 
employer when applying for a job, or a college 
application. It also teaches them respect and 
being a useful member of society and their local 
community.

Eastnor Lodge have an on-going relationship 
with the Ledbury Maritime Cadets, being able 
to support them in attaining specific goals, such 
as buying new equipment, enrolling cadets on 
kayaking courses and the general running of the 
unit.

Ledbury Maritime Cadets are led by Captain 
Richard Tyrell who spent many years as a Sea 
Cadet Leader before establishing the Maritime 
Cadets here in Ledbury. 

Attending on the evening were Andy Taylor, Dave 
Sparrey, Bradley Murdoch and Paul Finlay.
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Charity Updates

Maritime Cadet Visit

HMCA Meeting

Provincial Grand Lodge of Herefordshire 
www.herefordshiremasons.org.uk 

Hereford Masonic Charity Association 

The next meeting of the HMCA will be held 
at Kyrle Street, Hereford Fri 9th December 

 opening at 7:30 

The bar will be open after the meeting 

W.Bro Tim Bridgland-Taylor
Provincial Grand Charity Steward

W Bro Tim Bridgland-Taylor     

PPrGSuptWks 

Provincial Grand Charity Steward 

E: provgsec@herefordshiremasons.org.uk 

3rd November 2022 

Pictured Left 

The Cadets 
and members 
of Eastnor 
Lodge

Pictured Right

Captain 
Richard Tyrell 
and members 
of Eastnor 
Lodge
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The Origins of the Provincial Banner.
Reprinted from “A History of Craft Freemasonry in Herefordshire 1727 - 2000” 
by Alwyn D Williams.

As in the case of most other Provinces in the English 
Constitution, Herefordshire adopted the arms of Grand 
Lodge but with certain additions which may be identified 
as being of local import. The arms of Grand Lodge are an 
amalgamation of those used by The Moderns in 1717 and 
The Antients in 1750 and which were merged at the Union 
of the two in 1813. 

The first Provincial Banner was provided in 1817 by the 
Provincial Grand Master RW Bro. Richard P. Scudamore 
MP, but there is no trace of this today. 

The second banner was presented on 11th November 1880 
by the newly installed Provincial Grand Master, RW Br Sir 
Joseph Russell Bailey Bt. MP. afterwards Lord Glanusk. 
This banner is framed and hangs in the dining room of 
the Masonic Hall, Kyrle Street, Hereford, together with an 
explanation of its history. 

The third banner was commissioned by Provincial Grand 
Lodge and presented to the Province on 6th May 1994. This 
hangs in the Lodge Room at Kyrle Street, Hereford and 
is shown in the picture above at the Provincial Cathedral 
Service in 2022.

Its depiction may be described as follows: 

Top Left: The arms of the Scudamore (Skidmore) family 
comprising a shield quartered showing three stirrups 
leathered and buckled with partee cross, surmounted with 
a ducal crown (William Rufus) and a ‘bears paw’. The 
motto ‘Scuto amoris divini’ translates as ‘Shield of Divine 
Love’. 

Top Centre: The Masonic Square and Compasses 
enclosed in a laurel wreath of honour. 

Top Right: The arms of the City of Hereford comprising 
three lions passant guardant, crested with passant 
guardant lion holding erect sword in its Dexter paw. 
The motto ‘Invictae Fidelitatis Praemium’, translates as 
‘Reward for faithfulness unconquered’.

Centre Shield: Supported by two cherubims, it 
comprises three castles and chevron on which is an 
open set of compasses and on the right a lion, an ox, a 
man and an eagle. The shield is bordered by eight lions 
guardant which was added to commemorate the close 
Masonic ties with King Edward VII and as a token also to 
the rest of the Royal family. The shield is surmounted by 
the Ark of the Covenant with supporting cherubs with the 
Hebrew inscription ‘Kodes in Adonai’, which translates as, 
‘Holiness to the Lord’. The shield bear the motto, ‘Audi, 
Vide, Tace’, which translates as, ‘Listen, See, Be Silent;’ 

Bottom Left: The sun to rule the day. 

Bottom Right: The moon to govern the night, for the 
Sun and the Moon are messengers of His will and all His 
law is concord. 

Bottom Centre: The emblem of the Royal Arch Chapter 
comprising a double triangle (the Seal of Solomon) with 
the letter ‘G’ denoting ‘Geometry’. One triangle is inscribed 
with the Greek word, Eyphkamen and its Latin equivalent, 
‘Inveninus custor dei civis mundi’, ‘We have found the 
worship of God, O Citizens of the world’. On the reverse 
side is engraved, Wisdom, Strength, Beauty, Peace, 
Concord and Truth. The Jewel by its intersections forms a 
number of angles, which when reduced to right angles, are 
equal to the Five Platonic Bodies which represent the four 
elements and the Universal Sphere.



Last Month we published an article by Dr Ric 
Berman providing the ‘Main Takeaways’ of the 
1723 Constitutions, which is also published on 
the 1723 Constitutions microsite here. Or his 
presentation here 

But why were they so important?

The year 2023 marks the tercentenary of the publication in 
London of ‘The Constitutions of the Freemasons’, based 
on Enlightenment principles that provide the philosophical 
foundations of modern Freemasonry.

Many Masonic histories have been concerned with ‘when’ 
and ‘what’. We also explore ‘why?’.

The 1723 Constitutions championed Enlightenment ideas:

• Religious tolerance, which was radical in a world 
characterised by religious conflict

• Constitutional government – ‘the supreme 
legislature’, not the absolutism of a divinely 
appointed monarch

• Meritocracy at a time when birth and wealth 
determined success

• High standards of interpersonal civility

• Education and science – a world interpreted through 
rational observation rather than religious diktat

• Personal and societal self-improvement.

The 1723 Constitutions also provided a rulebook for 
Freemasonry – the ‘Regulations’ – and a structure 
emulated by many other secular clubs and societies in 
Britain and around the world.

Masonic practices included:

• The election of officers subject to democratic 
accountability, with one member wielding one vote

• Majority rule

• Orations by elected officials

• National federal governance

• Written constitutions and bylaws.

Further information on www.1723constitutions.com

The 1723 Constitutions
Why are they important?
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1723 Constitution - Traditional History title page from Book of 
Constitutions owned by Duke of Richmond, 1723 
©Museum of Freemasonry, London

James Anderson and the Traditional History

Born in Aberdeen, James Anderson was ordained into 
the Church of Scotland before travelling to London to 
take up a church ministry. Although commonly regarded 
as the author of the 1723 Constitutions, Anderson was 
neither its instigator nor responsible for its most important 
components, the Charges and the General Regulations, 
written by Desaguliers and George Payne.

Working under the direction of Desaguliers and the 
publishers, John Senex and John Hooke, Anderson was 
responsible for the Traditional History, an account of 
Freemasonry’s development ‘from the Beginning of the 
World’, which set a literary context for the Craft.

By positioning Freemasonry as an ancient institution 
dating back to Adam, ‘our first parent’, the narrative gave 
the Grand Lodge of England legitimacy and status, and an 
aura that a recently formed organisation may otherwise 
have found difficult to achieve.

http://www.1723constitutions.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pU1IClJx67w
http://www.1723constitutions.com 
http://www.1723constitutions.com 
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The 1723 Exhibition at the 
Museum of Freemasonry

The Constitutions of the Freemasons, 
published in 1723 on behalf of a 
young Grand Lodge of England, 
contained key philosophical principles 
to which Freemasons were expected 
to adhere: religious tolerance, 
constitutional government, civic 
responsibility, meritocracy, education, 
courtesy and benevolence. 

They were accompanied by 
General Regulations, which set 
out an administrative structure for 
Freemasonry that contained radical 
principles, including the election of 
Lodge officers, with every member 
wielding one vote, and democratic 
accountability.

From January 2023, a new exhibition 
at the Museum of Freemasonry - 
featuring new digital components 
and items from the collections that 

have never previously been on public 
display - explores how the 1723 
Constitutions helped in ‘Inventing the 
Future’.

Many assets have been digitalised 
and are held centrally, so as to 
be available to support Provincial 
exhibitions and other membership 
and education initiatives.

A year-long exhibition at the Museum of Freemasonry will be 
accompanied by events in the Provinces and international events.

A range of exciting products have been launched to celebrate the tercentenary of the 1723 Constitutions.
 
Members can explore the product range and travel back in time through the 300 years of the Constitutions of Freemasons.

https://shopatfmh.com/1723-constitutions-tercentenary

https://shopatfmh.com/1723- constitutions-tercentenary
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We Will Remember Them
Herefordshire Remembrance Day Services and Parades 

On Sunday 20th November, the country fell silent as we remembered those that 
made the ultimate sacrifice.

Here are a few pictures from the Remembrance Day Service and Parades from 
around the Province. 

Below - The Provincial Grand 
Master RW Bro Michael Holland 
attended the Remembrance Day 
parade at St Peter’s Square in 
Hereford to lay a wreath in honour 
of those Freemasons that gave their 
lives for our today.

Below - In Ledbury W Bro Stuart 
Jones laid a wreath on behalf of 
Eastnor Lodge.

Below - In Ross on Wye W Bro Billy 
Russell laid a wreath on behalf of the 
Lodges and Chapter in Ross on Wye.

Above - Brethren gather for the Remembrance Day Parade in Hereford.



The Masonic Great War Project  website has 
been produced to provide a searchable database of 
Freemasons who took part in and died in the course of 
their duty during times of national conflict. 

Six Brethren from Herefordshire Province lost their lives 
in WWI.  There names are recorded in the Masonic Roll 
of Honour 1914-1918 book which was commissioned 
by the United Grand Lodge of England and distributed 
around 1921.  

The names are also recorded in the Shrine at the Peace 
Memorial Freemasons Hall, Great Queen Street which 
was completed by 1940. 

Whilst the site is based only around Freemasons, 
it recognises the supreme sacrifice of all British, 
Commonwealth and Allied troops who lost their lives in 
the pursuit of a greater good.

Rank Initials Surname Lodge

Pte F P Cooper Vitruvian No 
338

L.Cpl G.C. Anthony Eastnor No 751

Lt. H Smith Eastnor No 751

Pte R.C. Roberts Arrow No 2240

Maj. J D D Brancker DSO Loyal Hay 2382

Maj W.T Carless Vaga No 3146

As it stands today, there are 4169 names recorded 
against this database.

The online records can be found on the website here.

https://www.masonicgreatwarproject.org.uk/index.php
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The Masonic Great War Project

https://www.masonicgreatwarproject.org.uk/index.php
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An atmospheric Neolithic burial chamber made of great stone slabs set in the hills 
of the Golden Valley. Over 5,000 years old, legend has it a giant was slain here.  

Off the beaten track with glorious views across the Black Mountains.

The answer was Arthur’s Stone in the Golden Valley.

Arthur’s Stone, a Neolithic chambered tomb, is over 5,000 years old. 
Today only the large stones of the inner chamber remain, though these 
were once covered by a long earthen mound.

W Bro Tim Fycun of Ariconium Lodge recounts that Arthur’s Stone 
features in The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe as the basis for 
Aslan’s altar after the author CS Lewis visited Herefordshire. Much 
of the Golden Valley is the basis for Narnia.

Further information and directions on the Visit Herefordshire 
Website. https://www.visitherefordshire.co.uk/discover/
arthurs-stone

Or via the English Heritage  website here https://www.
english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/arthurs-stone/

T@3

Last month we identified this well known 
Herefordshire landmark?

ALast Month's Answer

https://www.visitherefordshire.co.uk/discover/arthurs-stone
https://www.visitherefordshire.co.uk/discover/arthurs-stone
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/arthurs-stone/
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/arthurs-stone/


The Craftsmen Newsletter                                                                                                                                                    Page 14      

Last Month’s Word Search Solution
Did you find these ‘Have a Heart’ words

T@3

Have a Heart
Amlodopine Bisoprolol Coronary Low Pulmonic
Arrthythmia Blood Graft Mitral Ramipril
Artery Bypass Heart Pain Right
Atrium CABG High Pericardium Tricuspid
Attack Cardiac Left Pressure Ventricle
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This Month’s Word Search
Can you find these ‘Three Kings’ words
Do you know about the Three Kings / Wise Men their names in Hebrew and Latin and their gifts?

T@3

Three Kings
Aromaticgum Balthazar Bethlehem Caspar Christ Frankincense
Galalath Gold Herod Jesus Judea Kings
Magi Malgalat Melchior Messiah Myrrh Persia
Sarachin Three Wisemen


