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Member’s Pathway

A look at the Engage Elements to help
with engagement learning and fun.

Can you help Eastnor Lodge
help Ukraine?
Providing urgently needed support
to deliver relief aid for Ukrainian
refugees.

Would I Know the Answer,
Did I Know the Answer?
Exploring the 47th problem of Euclid.

The opinions herein are those of the
authors or persons interviewed only
and do not reflect the views of the
Province of Herefordshire.

T@3 including this month’s
Word Search

Contact Us
craftsmen@herefordshiremasons.org.uk

This month’s word search featuring
Saxon Kings that reigned from 8271066.

@HerefordshireFreemasons

The Answer to Where am I
from Last Month?
Herefordshire-Freemasons

Did you find where we were last
month?

@herefordshirefreemasons
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Would I know the answer?
Did I know the answer?
By W Bro Dennis W. Roberts, PAGDC Group Leader Information and Guidance Group
Last time I asked; I really would
like to answer one of YOUR
Questions. Please get in touch
and let me find the answer for
YOU.
We had a question asking what
was the significance of the Past
Master’s jewel.
There are so many symbols, words and
phrases in Freemasonry used both as
part of its rituals as well as part of its
vocabulary, that studying and trying to
understand the ‘meanings’ of them is a
worthwhile and rewarding journey. One
such prominent symbol and phrase is
the 47th problem of Euclid.
It is considered a great honour to be
elected and serve as the Master of a
Lodge. It shows that the individual has
attained maturity, leadership, charisma
and motivation, but above all the
knowledge to be able to lead others.
The position brings with it a completely
new set of responsibilities that are often
not appreciated when accepting the
office. After his tenure of office many
Past Masters are presented with a
jewel, symbolising the appreciation
of the Lodge and his dedication to it.
But it also symbolises something else;
that the individual has completed his
journey through the different offices and
positions in the Lodge to a new plain.

are taught to be lovers of the arts and
sciences. Although Pythagoras and
Euclid are acknowledged for discovering
‘The Square on the hypotenuse is equal
to the sum of the Squares on the other
two sides of a right angles triangle’,
the Egyptians used the same principle
for a long time before, to re-measure
their fields after flooding from the Nile,
which washed away their boundary
markers. Builders since ancient times
also used the theorem in construction.
It must surely have been used in the
construction of the Pyramids?
Why then the Euclid/Pythagoras symbol
for the Past Master’s Jewel? To prove
that he has followed the teachings of
Freemasonry and has indeed continued
to study ‘The Liberal Arts and Sciences’
........ and hopefully will continue to do
so, and encourage others to follow!

For next time; I really would
like to answer more of YOUR
Questions. Please get in touch
and let me find the answer for
YOU.
If you have not visited the
‘Solomon’ site lately, you
should. There are now Videos,
Podcasts and Webinars
available for more in depth
explanations. Useful for future
meetings when no candidate
is available.

The 47th problem of Euclid features
prominently in many Past Master’s
jewels. Selecting this symbol to
represent one of its highest honours
must mean that it is a significant part
of the Craft. Yet many Freemasons do
not know why it features on the jewel.
Clearly it is based on geometry and all
Freemasons know of the linkage. Euclid
showed 465 problems so why is the
47th so important? The 47th problem is
mentioned in Anderson’s ‘Constitutions’
in 1723. It states that “The Greater
Pythagoras provided Euclid’s first book,
which if duly observed, is the Foundation
of all Masonry”. It is also mentioned in
the Third Degree Lecture where we
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Out and About
A round-up of events in and around Herefordshire Province

Attendees enjoying the singing led by W Bro Peter Watkins of Vassar-Smith Lodge

Delphis Lodge Old English Night
Delphis Lodge held its annual Old English
Night on Saturday 9th April at Kyrle Street. This
traditional night dates back many years. It is
believed to have started off with the Brethren
sitting around smoking clay pipes with bowls of
Shag tobacco in the middle of the tables singing
traditional songs, washed down with a barrel of
beer. Anyone not smoking would be fined, how
times have changed!

This traditional night is a cross between old time
music hall and Last Night of the Proms. The night
starts off with the parading of a baron of beef
around the Lodge whilst all sing “There will always
be an England”, accompanied by several Brethren
on comb and paper kazoos.

Pictured
here W Bro
Richard Cutler
enjoying the
proceedings.

This year’s acts included a rendition of the famous
Cadburys gorilla advert featuring W Bro Ian
Warren playing the drums to Phil Collins, “In the
Air Tonight”, a recital of Les Barker’s poem “Any
News of The Iceberg” and many more skits. The
singing was led by W Bro Peter Watkins from
Vassar-Smith Lodge. Peter has strong links to
Delphis Lodge, starting off his Masonic career
with them and becoming Master in 2001. The
night concluded with Last Night of the Proms style
renditions of Land of Hope and Glory, Jerusalem
and Rule Britannia.
In the past, the Old English Night was considered
the event of the year for Delphis Lodge attracting
120 Brethren, the maximum the hall can take.
So much so, that each member was restricted to
only one guest. Despite Covid, the event is still
very popular and attracted a party of twenty-two
Masons from Vassar-Smith and the Royal Forest
of Dean lodges.
Given how well the evening went you may need to
book early for next year’s event!
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An Installation to Remember
Pictured
left RW Bro
Michael
Holland PGM
and newly
installed
Master of
Ariconium
Lodge W Bro
Harry Holwell

When Covid hit the membership of Ariconium
Lodge on the day of their Installation, it would have
been easy to panic. Having spent time learning
the ceremony many members were struck down at
the last minute. The PGM was able to assist and
turned potential disaster into a memorable night
for W Bro Harry Holwell by taking the installation
ceremony. Not many can say they were installed
into the chair of King Solomon by the PGM!

Pictured right
W Bro David
Craner IPM of
Beaminster
Manor
Lodge1367

Fifty Year Certificate
At Palladian Lodge, the Deputy Provincial Grand
Master, VW Bro Graham King presented a 50
Year Certificate to W Bro Dennis King, PPrSGW,
aged 94 years.
W Bro Dennis, more commonly known as Bill,
was initiated into The Lodge of Temperance and
Benevolence, No 1160, meeting in London, on
10th October 1970 and remains a member to this
day.

A great night was had by all followed by a festive
board in the Masonic Hall in Ross on Wye.

Dorset 2025 Festival

Bill became a joining member of Palladian Lodge
120 on 4th March 1976, and became Charity
Steward of this Lodge from 2001 through to
2011. He was appointed to London Grand Rank
in 1990 and Provincial Grand Rank of Past
Provincial Grand Sword Bearer in 2007. He was
further promoted to Past Provincial Senior Grand
Warden in 2021.

W Bro David Craner is a Dorset Freemason, who
has embarked on a fund-raising mission to raise
funds for the Dorset 2025 Festival. This is his way
of saying thank you to the Masonic Charitable
Foundation for funding his much-needed knee
replacement surgery.
David’s aim is to visit every Lodge in the Province
of Dorset along with one Lodge in every Province
in mainland UK and if time permits the Isle of Man,
Jersey and Guernsey. This will be 100 Lodges in
all.
He is asking Lodges to sponsor a meal at the
Festive Board, he will then donate the equivalent
amount into a fund being held by his Lodge,
Beaminster Manor Lodge No 1367, in the Province
of Dorset. There will also be a collection at each
meeting to boost the funds.
On 9th May, Arrow Lodge in Kington will be
hosting a visit from David. He will give a talk at
the meeting, which will be followed by a special
Festive Board, prepared by Terence Payen. As
a lasting memento the Worshipful Master will be
asked to sign a specially prepared Past Masters
apron.
The Craftsmen Newsletter

Bill also became a member of Royal Arch
Chapter, having been exalted into the Fortitude
Chapter No 229 in London and became a joining
member of Gloucestershire and Herefordshire
Chapter of first Principals in April 2008.
The picture
shows VW
Bro Graham
King DPGM
presenting W
Bro Bill King
PPSGW with
his 50 Year
Certificate.
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Jed’s Triathlon
A reminder that Bro Jed Watkins of Royal Edward
Lodge No 892, is taking part in the Ironman
Frankfurt in June this year. This entails swimming
2.4 miles / riding 112 miles / running 26.2 miles.
You can sponsor him via his Just Giving page here
or click on the image to the right.

Further details on the website Here
Follow on Twitter Here

Follow on Facebook Here

Does your Lodge have an event to
publicise or would you like to tell
the readers about something you
have already held?
If so drop us a line and we can
include it in a future edition.

craftsmen@herefordshiremasons.org.uk

The Craftsmen Newsletter
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Can You Help Provide Aid to Ukraine?
A request from Bro Paul Finlay Charity Steward Eastnor Lodge No 751
Eastnor Lodge was recently contacted
by Mr Guy Bodger who has been
organising and delivering relief aid for
Ukrainian refugees.
Guy has carried out two trips so far,
co-ordinated supplies, transport,
and drivers to deliver two van loads
of much needed food, clothing, and
medical supplies to exactly where it is
needed most in Romania.
Guy Bodger lives in Putley eight miles
east of Hereford and has just come
back from taking two van loads of
food, medical supplies and toiletries
to the Suceava refugee centre which
is about 35 miles from the Ukrainian
border in Romania.

If you are able to provide
any of these products then
we have arranged a time to
drop them off at the Masonic
Centre, Kyrle Street
in
Hereford. This will be open
from 10am till 12 midday on
Saturday 14th May.

Guy writes.
“We have delivered a collection
that started at Monmouth School
for Boys which was coordinated by
Mark Masons Internet Lodge No
1975, Monmouthshire, who collected
donations and helped us organise
the transportation (in close relation
with Vassar Smith Lodge, Lydney).
We loaded up the vans last Friday
from the Lydney Lodge and delivered
everything successfully earlier this
week. We were kindly supported with
transport costs by the Vassar Smith
Lodge.”
“We are now planning another trip but
this time from the Ledbury area to a
charity in Moldova. As you may be
aware Moldova is one of the poorest
countries in Europe and is struggling
to cope with the influx of refugees.
The charity is based in Palenca which
is in Southern Moldova, very close to
Odessa in Ukraine. Guy and his fellow
drivers will be making the 1500-mile
journey with at least two van loads of
supplies.”
The cost to Guy for one vehicle is
approximately £1,600, made up of
fuel, ferries, and taxes.
Eastnor Lodge is supporting Guy
with this incredible effort by initially
donating £500. Guy is aiming to
The Craftsmen Newsletter

source item donations from local aid
collection centres and funding within
Herefordshire.

The following supplies are
urgently required:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Canned meat and vegetables
Pasta
Ladies hygiene products and
babies nappies
Underwear for women and
children
Spring clothing for women and
children from 1 to 14 years
Spring shoes for children up to
14 years

And very importantly A4 printing
paper (all paper came from Ukraine,
therefore Moldova is facing a
significant crisis on this issue).
Paperwork must still be carried out.
The equivalent of two pallets of paper
is required.

I believe this is an incredible
charitable cause, therefore if any
Lodge would like to support this with
donations, as not all aid collections
may have exactly what is needed, or
indeed grants, they will be gratefully
received.
These supplies will be delivered
directly to the charity in Moldova and
therefore reach the refugees and
support both them and the Moldavian
charity directly. Unfortunately, not all
aid is getting to exactly where it is
needed.
Please contact me via email here if
you able to support this cause in any
way or to discuss further.
Many thanks

Paul
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Herefordshire Black and White Trail
A look at one of the many trails across our Province.
This month the Black and White Trail, a thirty-seven mile road trip
around the quintessentially English Villages of North Herefordshire,
linking the Masonic Centres of Leominster and Kington
•
•
•
•
•

Medieval villages with the prettiest half-timbered buildings
Quiet roads, passing hopyards, orchards and farmland
Situated in the north of the Province
Great to walk, bike or drive
Visit in spring for the apple blossom, in autumn for the harvest

Map courtesy of Visit Herefordshire
The Black and White Trail is a roadtrip designed to take one to two days sampling local food and drink along the way.
This time of year you can see the cider orchards blossoming, the rapeseed fields glowing yellow and bluebells lining the
woodlands. If you are short on time then Weobley, Pembridge and Eardisland are considered the jewels in the crown
(unless you have local knowledge that suggests otherwise!)
Should you require it, there are electric charging points in Leominster’s Broad Street (HR6
8DD) and Etnam Street (HR6 8AE) car parks or Kington’s Mill Street car park (HR5 3DP).
The trail provides details for a number of suggested stops and also excursions further
afield if time and inclination permit.
The route can be seen on the next page with details provided for the eleven way
points in the downloadable route guide.

Weobley

Shobdon Church

Shobdon Arches

The Craftsmen Newsletter
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Herefordshire Black and White Trail
Black and White Villages
Trail
Total Distance 37 Miles

BLACK & WHITE

Aymestrey
Battle of
Mortimer’s Cross
Presteigne

River Lugg
Walk to Shobdon Arches 5.5
Mile loop

Kingsland

Shobdon

11

River Arrow

A49

A44

9
Kington
Hergest
Ridge

Electric Car
Charging

A44

Leominster

10 Eardisland

Pembridge

A44

1

Electric Car
Charging

Monkland

7
A4112

8

Lyonshall

2

Dilwyn

North West Herefordshire
V I L L AG E S T R A I L
is well know for its picture
perfect Black and White
Delightful driving, quintessentia
timber-framedEnglish
villages.
Visit
villages
Herefordshire has produced
- 37to
MILES
aTOTAL
trail DISTANCE
designed
take one or
two
days
around
this
picture
North-west
Herefordshire
is home
to a cluster
of picture-perfect B
White Villages. Their history is far from monochrome, however, and
perfect
landscape.
At
this
the pretty timber-framed houses you’ll discover reminders of Norm
time
of including
year fine
thestone
landscape
isremains of cast
conquerors,
churches and the
to defend from Welsh incursions.
punctuated
with yellow fields
MINI ROADTRIP
ofMAGICAL
rapeseed
and the blossom
on
the
cider
orchards.
Designed to take 1 or 2 days, this driving route makes a magical m

roadtrip. Stay at B&Bs and pubs en route (see page 5) or base yo

in one of the villages. Visit in spring to see the cider orchards bloss
Hope Under
Dinmore

3

A4111

Eardisley

6

4

5

A4112

Leominster

2

Dilwyn

3

Weobley

4

Sarnesfield

Along the way, there’s plenty of opportunities to enjoy local food,

and heritage. Take a picnic and go for a paddle on the pebble be

Weobley

at Pembridge and Eardisland. Or stay a while longer and get to kn

Sarnesfield

picture-perfect landscape on foot with our circular walking routes
Canon Pyon

Kinnersley

1

pink and in autumn for the harvest of apples and perry pears.

SHORT ON TIME?

5 Kinnersley
The stars of the show are Weobley, Pembridge and Eardisland.

Walk to Burton Hill
7.6 Mile loop

A438

6

Eardisley

7

Kington

Burley Gate

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING

In Leominster’s Broad Street (HR6 8DD) and Etnam Street (HR6 8AE
A438

parks or Kington’s Mill Street car park (HR5 3DP).

8

Tillington

19
2
10
3
11
4

River Wye
Credenhill

Hereford

Lyonshall

Pembridge5

Leominster

Eardisland6

Dilwyn

Weobley

Kingsland

Sarnesfield

7
8

Kinnersley
Eardisley
Kington

9
10
11

Eardisland

Kingsland

Lyonshall

Bartestree

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD THE FULL ROUTE
osmaps.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/route/11375763/
Black -and- white - House-Trail-Drive

Map courtesy of Visit Herefordshire
For further details and a downloadable map of the Black and White Trail see the Visit Herefordshire Website https://
www.visitherefordshire.co.uk/see-do/scenic-trails/black-white-villages
Or to download the full route osmaps.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/route/11375763/ Black-and-white-House-Trail-Drive

The picturesque village of Eardisland
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A Focus on the Engage
Elements
By W Bro Andrew Moore
In previous months we have looked
at the Plan and Attract sections of
the Hub. This month we focus on
the Engage elements and the assets
available to assist us in supporting a
new member through the progressive
offices and continued learning and
development.
Although the focus of social media
campaigns from UGLE have been to
gain new members it is for the lodges,
with the support of the Province,
to engage and retain members by
providing a happy, enjoyable and
fulfilling experience.
The Members Pathway provides a
number of useful templates, tips and
examples to follow that can help in
this process.
The ‘’Support a New Member’ Element
includes downloadable assets that
can assist in promoting and ‘Early
Understanding’ for new members,
‘Participation and Visiting’ and
‘Stewardship’ through the members
personal mentor.
The
‘Continued
Learning
and
Development’ section has a specific
section on ‘Fun and Enjoyment’,
something that will be fundamental in
retaining members over the coming
years.
It also includes items on ‘Guided
Learning’, including tips on learning

ritual. ‘Personal Learning’ via the
mentor programme, providing an
‘Introduction to the Royal Arch’ and
should it be necessary ‘Managing
Migration’ to another Lodge should
the member move away.
As the old adage says, “If we always
do what we always did, then we will
always get what we always got.”
I would recommend spending some
time browsing through the various
guidance notes and downloadable
assets. There are a lot of useful tips
and I have certainly found many of
them of benefit and implemented them
in our quest for daily advancement.

Topics Covered in the
Engage Hub
Support New Member
Early Understanding
Participation and Visiting
Stewardship

Continued Learning and
Development
Fun and Enjoyment
Guided Learning
Personal Learning
Introduction to the Royal Arch
Managing Migration

Herefordshire Provincial Golf Society

The current list of matches agreed for 2022 are:

Match

Venue

Wednesday 11 May. v Gwent

The Monmouthshire, LLanfoist. (Away)

Thursday 9 June 2022 v Gloucestershire.

The Bells, Coleford (Home)

th

th

Tuesday 26 July Masonic Open 4BBB

Bromsgrove GCC

Thursday 4 August Triangular

Worcester/Herefordshire/Shropshire. Cleobury Mortimer

Sunday 4th September Masonic Open

The Herefordshire Golf Club

th

th

We would welcome both new and existing members to the 2022 season. We would ask that all Brethren and
members interested in playing and supporting the section to email their availability to David Gwynne the Club
Secretary here.

Thank You

W Bro Malcolm Davies the Provincial Grand Almoner pays tribute to the outgoing
Almoners.
The Provincial Grand Almoner, W Bro Malcolm Davies; would like to thank all the outgoing Almoners
for all their hard work and support during their terms of office. Plus a big welcome to all the new
Almoners.
The outgoing Almoners include;
Eastnor Lodge, W Bro Roger Parker who has been Almoner on and off for
many years. Roger has been succeeded by W Bro Gethin Jenkins.
Royal Edward Lodge, W Bro Bruce Baker succeeded by W Bro Robert
Pritchard.
Saint Peter’s Lodge W Bro John Eisel succeeded by W Bro Darren Howard.
And finally Dean Waterfield Lodge, W Bro Paul Sabel, who will be succeeded by W Bro Gordon
Mather.
Malcolm sends his thanks to all the Almoners and the new ones for taking up this vital role within
their Lodges.
We also remember W Bro Eddie Smith, who recently passed to the Grand Lodge above and was
Almoner for Cantilupe Lodge for many years. Eddie is succeeded by Bro Ian Danks.

The Craftsmen Newsletter
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A Celebration of Springtime In Herefordshire
The Province has blossomed to mark the progression towards summer.
Here is a celebration of our colourful Province.

Fields of rapeseed - Mid Herefordshire

Bluebell Woods, The Doward - South Herefordshire

Daffodils, between Kempley and Dymock - East Herefordshire
The Craftsmen Newsletter
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Where Am I? - Answer to Last Month’s Question
Last month we asked, can you identify this well know Herefordshire Landmark?
•
•
•
•

A church and ruined castle stand side by side.
The castle dates back to the eleventh century but the church is even older.
The castle was garrisoned during the English Civil War.
The church is internationally renowned for its unique Romanesque sculpture.

The church was built around 1140. It may have replaced an earlier Saxon church at the same site, and the oval
raised form of the churchyard is typical of even older Celtic foundations. Around the 6th and 7th centuries the Kilpeck
(Welsh:Llanddewi Cil Peddeg) area was within the British kingdom of Ergyng, which maintained Christian traditions
dating back to the late Roman period.
The carvings in the local red sandstone are remarkable for their number and their fine state of preservation, particularly
round the south door, the west window, and along a row of corbels which run right around the exterior of the church
under the eaves. The carvings are all original and in their original positions. They have been attributed to a Herefordshire
School of stonemasons, probably local but who may have been instructed by master masons recruited in France by
Oliver de Merlimond. He was steward to the Lord of Wigmore, Hugh Mortimer, who went on a pilgrimage to Santiago de
Compostela in Spain and, on his return, built a church with similar Romanesque carvings (now largely lost) at Shobdon,
30 miles north of Kilpeck. (Shobdon Arches can be seen as part of the Black and White Trail featured in this issue).
Hugh de Kilpeck, a relative of Earl Mortimer, employed the same builders at Kilpeck, and their work is also known at
Leominster, Rowlestone and elsewhere.
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T@3
Some light-hearted treats to keep you amused. With thanks to W Bro Paul Sabel.

Where am I? - The answer to last month’s question is on Page 13.
For this month, can you identify this well know Herefordshire village?
•
•
•
•

I am one of the famous ‘Black and White’ villages
As a village I have a medieval layout
My impressive church has the second tallest spire in the county
I also have a motte and bailey castle, thought to have been built soon after the Norman conquest

Where am I?
Answer next month.

Answers to the Word Search from the April edition.
This
month’sSheep
is on page
15.in the UK - Answers
Common
Breeds
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This Month’s Word Search
Do You Know Your Saxon Kings?
There have been 61 monarchs of England and Britain spread over a period of approximately 1200 years. The first
twenty were Saxon Kings and they reigned from 827-1066
The answers can be in any direction, enjoy.

AETHELBALD
AETHELBERT
AETHELRED
AETHELREDTHEUNREADY
AETHELWULF
ALFREDTHEGREAT
ATHELSTAN
CANUTETHEDANE
EADRED
EADWIG
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EDGAR
EDMUND
EDMUNDIRONSIDE
EDWARDTHECONFESSOR
EDWARDTHEELDER
EDWARDTHEMARTYR
EGBERT
HAROLD
HAROLDII
HARTHACANUTE
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